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ESSR: Summary of society activities during the last year 

The ESSR Executive Committee decided during its meeting in Amsterdam in 2018, in the 25th year 

since the foundation of this society, to follow a strategic roadmap which mirrors the current need in 

musculoskeletal imaging. All members of the Executive Committee were active in the realisation far 

beyond the expected extent. They could do this on the base of the valuable work done by the 

previous Executive Committees and with the current and continuous support of former society 

officers.    

Communication: Communication is an indispensable part of the radiologist’s daily work and this 

society has been working on several projects aiming at bringing the latest knowledge directly to the 

point of care, i. e. the radiologist’s workplace:  

 Increasing the amount of information provided in the ESSR newsletters 
(https://www.essr.org/society/newsletters/), on social media, the ESSR homepage, and by 
editing a book on occasion of the International Day of Radiology 2019 (IDoR) with the title 
“Imaging of Motion and Performance – Stress and Strain”.  

 Improving the relations with currently 25 national European musculoskeletal societies and 
groups by founding a committee (https://www.essr.org/membership/partner-societies/), the 
relations with currently 7 musculoskeletal societies outside Europe and here most 
importantly as member of the intersociety forum of the International Skeletal Society (ISS), 
starting or improving relations with 3 non-radiological societies in Europe (EULAR, EMSOS, 
IOF-CNS), and making agreements with certain European radiological subspeciality societies 
(EUSOMII, ESNR, and the ESR Subspecialties and Allied Sciences Committee SASC). 

In this way, the ESSR meetings, the society’s publications and the other communication channels 

(social media, newsletters, homepage) are developing into platforms for optimal exchange of most 

recent information. Another idea behind these activities is that the era of the so-called turf battles 

among various medical disciplines etc., that many of us and even more before us had to fight and 

suffer, should come to an end.  

Musculoskeletal referral guidelines: The ESR iGuide clinical decision support has been designed to 

make imaging referral guidelines readily available and easily usable. Users will be able to localise the 

recommendations according to their needs starting from an evidence-based core. A specific need in 

musculoskeletal imaging is to avoid repetitive scenarios for individual joints by redefining descriptive 

terms and disease entities. The society installed an initiative 

(https://www.essr.org/subcommittees/esr-iguide-initiative/) to work on this complex topic and to 

liaise with the responsible subcommittee of the European Society of Radiology (ESR).  

Artificial intelligence (AI): When a year ago the topics of imaging informatics, biochemical imaging 
and imaging biomarkers were included in the society’s strategic roadmap, the tremendous progress 
in this field was scarcely anticipated. A few months ago, the decision was made to install an AI 
initiative, which raised enormous interest and has become very active.  
(https://www.essr.org/subcommittees/artificial-intelligence-initiative/). It has become clear that 
with AI radiologists will not be replaced. Instead, radiologists, guided by artificial intelligence (AI), will 
be able to work more closely with clinicians to provide precise therapies by utilizing recent advances 
in informatics, thus allowing radiologists to become more integrated into the clinical care team and 
more visible and “user-friendly” to referring physicians and patients.  

Structured reporting: Apart from the discussion why and how radiology reports should be structured 
or not, the ESSR started to define standardized and expert proven descriptions of quantitative 
biomarkers, thus forming the base for designing “common data elements” for digital reporting. This 
pilot project was very well accepted and should be continued with a focus on designing evidence-
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based texts for DXA reporting under the umbrella of the AI initiative. There is a need to raise 
awareness that the target audience for our radiology reports now includes our patients who are 
more and more accessing their imaging reports via patient portals. 

Education: We are convinced that investing in the future means focussing on personalized education. 

The ESSR diploma was adapted in a way that members who already had started with their diploma 

will not loose any benefits. Thanks to the important work of the ESSR Education Committee, the 

current version is again ESR approved and contains an attractive program. After graduation, in 

addition to the certificate the title EDiMSK (European Diploma in Musculoskeletal Radiology) is 

awarded and may be added to the recipient’s name.  

The offer for online educational activities is steadily increasing mainly by providing the well accepted 

webinars, selected lectures recorded during the ESSR annual meetings, and case vignettes.  

The collaboration with the European School of Radiology (ESOR) was improved by providing more 

than twice as many scholarships as in past years. 

Invest in the youth: Two activities have been started last year for bringing the young members of our 

society in direct touch with the chairpersons of the committees, subcommittees and other initiatives. 

The concept is to create a sort of makerspaces for providing an inspiring atmosphere to be creative 

and realize new ideas without administrative or other restrictions.  

 The ESSR young club (https://www.essr.org/society/young-club/) for members below the age 
of 35 who organize dedicated sessions at the annual meeting, support the webinars and the 
society’s social media presence.  

 The M.AVATAR initiative (https://www.essr.org/education/m-avatar/) fills the need for 
leadership development in junior doctors. 4 – 5 days small group courses are offered for 
meeting and learning with current and former Executive Committee members and other 
experts to prepare young musculoskeletal radiologists for becoming leaders in this field. 

Research:  

 ESSR is very active in issuing recommendations for investigation techniques under the lead of 
the ESSR research committee, activities are being started for further improvements of the 
standards and for a more proactive support in conducting and coordinating research. In this 
way, the quality of imaging research should be improved.  

 A new scientific committee was installed who supports the congress president, the program 
chair and their teams for preparing the high-quality program of this year’s annual meeting.   

Miscellaneous: A history initiative (https://www.essr.org/society/history/) has been founded for 

writing what this new team called “miniatures”, i. e. short descriptions about musculoskeletal 

radiologists or related persons with relevant achievements in this field.  

In summary, the activities of this society in the past year were driven by the intention to strengthen 

the role of radiology through subspecialization and excellent service as the optimal way for adding 

value without adding a great cost burden, thus giving support for enabling precision diagnostics, 

emphasizing value-based imaging, and improving clinical decision making.  
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