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SOCIETY 
 

DGMSR Honorary Membership awarded to Prof. Klaus Bohndorf 

The future of musculoskeletal imaging is bright 

At the 5th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Musculoskeletal Radiology (DGMSR), 

held in Berlin from May 10th to 11th, Prof. Klaus Bohndorf was awarded the honorary 

membership of this society. The DGMSR is an affiliated society of the ESSR. In his lecture on 

the future of musculoskeletal imaging, Prof. Bohndorf analysed the history of musculoskeletal 

imaging in Germany in retrospect on the 1970s and defined some important trends that will 

influence musculoskeletal imaging and radiology as a whole in the coming years: 

Artificial intelligence: Radiologists who use AI as a technical instrument will not be replaced by 

this technology, but those who do not will be replaced by the others. 

Radiology will survive if radiologists deliver top quality. This can be achieved by a moderate, 

not complete form of subspecialization, which includes a clinical and primarily not technically 

oriented service and a good relationship with referring physicians. 

Finally, health economics defines how radiologists work and Germany is currently 

experiencing enormous changes. More and more, hospitals and private institutes are owned 

by investors and not by municipalities or doctors which will influence the working habits and 

salaries. 
 

Prof. Bohndorf was ESSR President and Congress President (2003 to 2004) and is an ESSR 

honorary member (since 2014). He authored many books, among them most prominently 

“Imaging of Bones and Joints” in its currently 3rd edition, and more than 200 scientific 

publications. He has mentored numerous radiologists in Germany, Austria and Switzerland as 

well as in Europe and North America. On their behalf, I would like to thank him for his 

friendship and for all his efforts in clinical work, research and education. 

http://y2kn.mjt.lu/nl2/y2kn/mu3rk.html?m=AGcAADo_1bAAAAAAAAAAAAAvqroAAAAAEZkAAAAAAAukZwBc96YIcJx_z9-2QyiO3shRjYz5fwALvHk&b=aef26a23&e=10e388aa&x=nbzveKvYYuRw6mlfoAzHVQ


Franz Kainberger 

ESSR President 

  

 

The ESSR Committees, Subcommittees and Initiatives are 

meeting again in Lisbon 

Membership to any of these groups is open to all active, full members. Any ESSR member 

wishing to join a a group should contact the chairperson. 

Not all meetings are scheduled yet, the full and complete list will be available onsite in Lisbon. 
 

Friday, June 28 

 Osteoporosis & Metabolism Subcommittee 

14:00-15:00, Room 0.08 

 Ultrasound Subcommittee 

15:00-16:00, Room 0.07 

 National Societies Meeting 

16:00-16:45, Room 0.07 

 FAI imaging consensus meeting 

17:30-19:00, Room 0.08 

Saturday, June 29 

 ESSR AI Initiative Meeting 

10:00-11:00, Room 0.07 



 Intervention Subcommittee 

10:00-12:00, Room 0.08 

 Paediatric Subcommittee 

13:00-14:00, Room 0.07 

 Arthritis Subcommittee 

14:00-15:30, Room 0.08 

 Young Club Meeting 

15:00-16:00, Room 0.06 

 Tumour Subcommittee 

15:00-16:30, Room 0.07 

 

Artificial Intelligence: ESSR has started to collaborate with 

EuSoMII 

The new ESSR initiative “Artificial Intelligence” has made a great start. With Prof. Mario Maas 

(Amsterdam) as chairperson of this initiative joint projects together with the European Society 

of Medical Imaging Informatics (EuSoMII) are in planning. ESSR is very grateful to Dr. 

Mansoor Fatehi (Teheran) for his commitment who is active member in both societies. In this 

way, an easier access for musculoskeletal radiologists to this new and fascinating world 

should be paved. 

Don’t miss at the upcoming ESSR Annual Meeting in Lisbon the Egas Moniz session about 

Artificial Intelligence in MSK Imaging on Saturday, June 29, 2019, 8:15 – 10:00 in Room 1 of 

the Centro de Congressos de Lisboa. 

  

 

CONGRESS 
 

https://www.eusomii.org/


  

 

Interview for ESSR 2019 

Dr. Gina Allen (Oxford/UK) is chairing the ESSR ultrasound subcommittee and 

organizes this year the ESSR pre-congress ultrasound course at the Annual Meeting in 

Lisbon. Here, she gives answers to some questions you have always wanted to ask. 
 

The ultrasound course taking place this year in Lisbon is fully booked and has become 

an indispensable part of the ESSR Annual Meeting. What is new compared to the 

courses of previous years? 

We are returning to the subject of the hip which was last a topic 10 years ago in Genoa. Each 

year the teaching is more in-depth, as our knowledge increases and the machines continue to 

improve in resolution, so we are able to see smaller structures such as small nerves. 

Intervention using ultrasound is also introduced as a separate topic. 

Who should perform the ultrasound examination? Throughout Europe, in some 

countries sonographers do it, in perhaps the vast majority of countries it is done by 

physicians? 

Unfortunately, not all MSK Radiologists have embraced ultrasound as a technique, as it is a 

hands-on experience with the patient and may not be remunerated as well as MRI. 

Ultrasound is such an important technique in examining the soft tissues that it has been 

adopted by other clinicians such as Rheumatologists and Sports Physicians and is being 

performed by sonographers, in fact the Australian sonographers took the lead on this many 

years ago! It has a long learning curve but ultrasound machines are freely available, so some 

practitioners are not of a good standard. [...] 

The ultrasound of the shoulder is performed by some examiners standing behind a 

sitting patient, others prefer to stand or sit in front of the patient. Should this not be 

standardised and included in a European recommendation? 

This depends on where you learnt your ultrasound examination technique. Some prefer to see 

the patient and scan from the front. [...] 

https://www.essr.org/congress/essr-2019/


Rheumatologists primarily examine the joints on the basis of recommendations from 

their society, orthopaedists and sports physicians perform "their" way of investigation, 

as do neurologists and other specialists. Do you think that these different examination 

techniques should be harmonised, or is it better to do it depending on the referral? 

This depends on whether you are performing a focused study or a more global examination. 

Many clinicians only look at the area of interest to confirm their suspicions of a diagnosis that 

they have made clinically. [...] 

In your opinion, which technical innovations will influence the ultrasound of the 

musculoskeletal system in the near future? 

As one of the first researchers in strain Elastography in the Achilles in 2009 we were hoping 

this would be a thing of the future. Unfortunately, due the differences in technique and 

parameters used by different manufacturers I still not do not see a use where even Shear 

wave elastography will be mandatory in the near future. [...] 

Read the FULL INTERVIEW 

  
 

EDUCATION 
 

  

The IDoR 2019 theme will be Sports Imaging 

The ESR is working on a book on sports imaging/musculoskeletal radiology together with the 

European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology (ESSR), with contributions by radiographers 

(European Federation of Radiographer Societies, International Society of Radiographers & 

Radiological Technologists), and one under the umbrella of EuroSafe Imaging. The book will 

be published online in autumn. 
 

 

https://www.essr.org/content-essr/uploads/2019/06/ESSR-2019-CONGRESS_Interview_Allen.pdf
https://www.internationaldayofradiology.com/help-us-spread-the-word/


M.AVATAR by ESSR 

Application open for the next programme: 

Puglia/IT 

October 28-31, 2019 

Programme Director: G. Guglielmi 

> Application deadline: August 11, 2019 

more information 

  

 

EVENTS 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

ESOR ASKLEPIOS Course on Musculoskeletal Radiology, Spain 

September 13-14, 2019 

This course is aimed at senior residents, board-certified radiologists and fellows and is 

designed to advance the knowledge of an array of indications for musculoskeletal 

multimodality imaging. Didactic lectures combined with interactive case-based discussion will 

highlight common pathologies and imaging pitfalls in the diagnosis of joint, bone, limb nerve 

and soft tissue disorders. International renowned European experts will ensure a high-quality 

teaching programme. 

more information 

  

ESSR Tumour Course, Turkey 

October 4-5, 2019 

This course is covered with extensive knowledge about not only diagnosis of bone and soft 

tissue tumors but also treatment options. The colleagues from different backgrounds will have 

a chance to share their experience about bone and soft tissue tumors. 

registration & information 

  

Munich Sports Imaging Course, Germany 

October 10-12, 2019 

This course aims at radiologists, both in academic and privatesetting, with a special interest in 

https://www.essr.org/education/m-avatar/
http://www.esor.org/cms/website.php?id=/en/programmes/asklepios_courses/asklepios_course_on_musculoskeletal_radiology.htm
https://www.essrcourseizmir2019.org/en/


musculoskeletal imaging, in particular sports injuries. However, it may also provide 

orthopedists, physical medicine and rehabilitation practitioners with an insight into state-of-

the-art imaging and how imaging may influence therapeutic decisions in the management of 

sports injuries. All major joints will be covered by respected orthopedic surgeons and 

recognized experts in the field of MSK Radiology. Other relevant topics will include sports 

related injuries of the spine, athletic pubalgia, overuse syndromes, and injuries of the muscle-

tendon unit. 

registration & information 

more events in MSK radiology  
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