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Why I Took the EDiMSK Examination 

I am 36 years old and have been a board-certified radiologist since 2018. I completed my 
radiology residency at Antalya Training and Research Hospital, University of Health Sciences, 
and passed the European Diploma in Radiology (EDiR) in 2018. After residency, I worked for 
nearly three years as a specialist radiologist in a secondary care public hospital. 

In 2022, after joining Başkent University Alanya Hospital as a faculty member, I decided to 
pursue a focused path in musculoskeletal radiology. This became a major turning point in my 
career. In March 2022, I applied for the ESOR/ESSR fellowship program, and between October 
and December 2022 I had the opportunity to work for three months at Rostock University with 
Prof. Marc-André Weber. That experience had a strong impact on my professional 
development. It improved not only my reporting skills, but also my structured and clinically 
oriented approach to musculoskeletal imaging. 

My first international oral presentation was at ECR 2024, and I also attended ESSR in the same 
year. These meetings helped me build the required CME credits, but more importantly, they 
increased my motivation to test my knowledge against an international subspecialty standard. 
After ECR 2025, I made the definite decision to take the EDiMSK examination. 

For me, EDiMSK was the natural next step after EDiR. While EDiR had validated my general 
radiology knowledge at a European level, EDiMSK offered the opportunity to formally assess 
the musculoskeletal expertise I had been developing since 2022. Passing the examination at 
ECR 2026 felt like the formal recognition of a journey that began with the ESSR/ESOR 
fellowship and continued through clinical practice, congress participation, and focused MSK 
learning. 

How I Prepared for the Examination 

My preparation was based on both daily practice and structured revision. For the written 
examination, one of my most valuable resources was the RSNA musculoskeletal educational 
exhibits. I reviewed MSK topics systematically according to anatomical regions and major 
disease groups. Educational exhibits and award-winning posters were particularly useful 
because they allowed me to revisit representative cases efficiently while deepening my 
understanding of key concepts. 
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I also used the ESSR e-learning platform, ESSR webinars, EPOS, Radiopaedia, and Eurorad. In 
addition, I found it very helpful to read ESSR materials and publications describing the written 
and oral examination formats, because understanding the style and expectations of the 
examination is almost as important as revising the content itself. 

The most important part of my preparation, however, was developing a personal diagnostic 
algorithm. I found that a structured checklist reduced stress and improved clarity during both 
preparation and the oral exam. My approach was: first localize the abnormality (bone, joint, 
tendon, muscle, nerve, or soft tissue), then define the tissue of origin, describe the lesion, 
assess aggressiveness, place it within the major disease groups, provide the most likely 
diagnosis and differential diagnosis, and finally suggest management or the next diagnostic or 
therapeutic step. 

In practical terms, I tried to approach cases through the core pillars of musculoskeletal 
radiology: trauma, tumor, infection, arthritis, and postoperative imaging. This method was 
especially useful for the oral examination, because it helped me organize my answers logically. 
In daily reporting, systematic checklists reduce errors; in the examination setting, they also 
help the candidate stay calm and communicate more effectively. 

The oral examination was particularly valuable because it resembled real clinical practice. The 
discussion-based format encouraged candidates to explain their reasoning rather than simply 
provide a final diagnosis. In my opinion, this is one of the strongest parts of EDiMSK.  

Why EDiMSK Matters for My Career 

EDiMSK is important to me because it provides formal, international validation of subspecialty 
expertise in musculoskeletal radiology. Since beginning my focused MSK pathway in 2022, I 
have actively invested in international education, congress participation, and hands-on 
learning. Over the last two years, I have collected approximately 180 CME credits in MSK-
related meetings and courses. EDiMSK represents the academic and professional 
consolidation of that effort. 

In daily practice, orthopedic surgeons and referring clinicians often expect radiologists to 
answer two essential questions clearly: What is the lesion, and where is it? EDiMSK reflects 
exactly this level of subspecialty competence. It evaluates not only theoretical knowledge, but 
also the ability to interpret findings logically, offer a focused differential diagnosis, and 
contribute meaningfully to patient management. 

I also believe that EDiMSK plays an important role in standardizing musculoskeletal radiology 
expertise across Europe. It strengthens communication with clinical colleagues, improves 
professional credibility, and provides a reliable benchmark for advanced MSK practice. For me, 
it is both a personal milestone and an important professional qualification. 



 
 

   

ESSR Office  
European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology 

Am Gestade 1 A-1010 Vienna, Austria 
Phone +43 1 5334064-906 

  
 

I am sincerely grateful to Prof. Weber and to the ESSR for creating and supporting such an 
important pathway in musculoskeletal radiology. I would strongly recommend the EDiMSK 
examination to any radiologist with a serious interest in MSK imaging who wishes to validate 
their subspecialty expertise at an international level. 


